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Advisory Committee on Degree Awarding Powers 

Specific Terms of Reference 
 
The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education ('QAA')  

Advisory Committee on Degree Awarding Powers ('the Committee'; 'ACDAP')  

 

Introduction  
1 The Committee considers assessment reports and provides advice on applications 
for degree awarding powers, including applications for university title, by providers in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland (under the 1999 criteria) and Wales (under the 2004 criteria).  

Duties 
2 In establishing the Committee, the QAA Board delegates authorities to the 
Committee to carry out the following duties in respect of applications for degree awarding 
powers and university title from providers in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland under the 
1999 and 2004 criteria:  

• oversee the degree awarding powers and university title scrutiny processes and 
associated criteria and guidance, making periodic recommendations on their 
development to the QAA Board, as appropriate  

• undertake preliminary consideration of degree awarding powers or university title 
applications referred to QAA by devolved government bodies  

• determine whether applicants have made a case to proceed to detailed scrutiny of 
their applications and the evidence on which applications are made, appointing 
scrutiny teams who will report their findings to the Committee  

• 
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Membership of the Committee  
5 The Committee will comprise 16 members, to include: 

• the Chair (see 'Chairing arrangements' above)  

• a second QAA Board member (the Vice-Chair) 
• two members to be nominated by the QAA Scottish Strategic Advisory Committee  

• two members to be nominated by the QAA Welsh Strategic Advisory Committee  

• two members appointed from the QAA Student Strategic Advisory Committee 
(SSAC) who are not also members of the QAA Board 

• up to four members with current or recent (within the last two years) UK degree 
awarding powers experience at a strategic level, and/or having senior-level 
responsibility for areas covered by the criteria governing the grant of degree 
awarding powers or university title, or with experience in a higher education 
provider in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland without degree awarding powers  

• two members providing an employer of graduates or professional body perspective  

• one member without degree awarding powers 

• one member from a further education provider.  

6 The Chair and Vice-Chair will oversee recruitment through expressions of interest for 
membership of the C
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Secretariat  
13 The Secretariat of the Committee will reside within the Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland directorate of QAA, with care taken to ensure that staff providing the secretariat 
function have no potential conflict of interest with the Committee's work. 

Observers  
14 The Committee invites observers from the following, as appropriate: 

• Scottish Government, Directorate for Advanced Learning and Science  

• Northern Ireland, Department for the Economy  

• Welsh Government, Department for Education and Skills.  

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/
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