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University of Northumbria at Newcastle

A link in abeyance

1 This case study concerns the link between the University of Northumbria at Newcastle
(the University) and the Welingkar Institute of Management Development and Research, Mumbai
(Welingkar); it centres on the delivery at Welingkar of three of the University's bachelor's degree
programmes in business. These programmes commenced in 2005 and two cohorts of students
have been recruited. However, recruitment has since been suspended due to a shift in policy
relating to the requirement for government approval, and the case study focuses on this aspect.

2 The link emanated from enquiries by the University's Business School (known as the
Newcastle Business School (NBS)) to the British Council asking it to suggest high quality Indian
partners interested in collaborating with institutions in the United Kingdom (UK). Welingkar is
ranked as one of the top 30 business schools in India and delivers postgraduate management
programmes to over 600 full-time students on a purpose-built campus in Mumbai and a satellite
campus in Bangalore which mainly supports an e-business programme. Welingkar is registered as
a charitable, non-profit-making, autonomous and self-financing organisation and was established
in 1977 as part of Shikshana Prasaraka Mandali, a charitable trust founded in 1888.

3 The collaboration began with an articulation agreement in December 2004, relating to
progression from Welingkar's Postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration to appropriate
master's programmes in NBS. At that time, Welingkar's main focus was on postgraduate delivery,
but it was interested in expanding into the undergraduate market as there was limited provision in
business education at that level in India. It wanted to be able to offer an international programme
with specialist options for undergraduate students who wished to study in Mumbai rather than
incur the expense of studying abroad. For its part, NBS was looking for a broad and deep
partnership, with the possibility later of a collaboration at master's level and the opportunity for
students from Welingkar to study at postgraduate level at NBS. In July 2005, Welingkar, through
its parent body Shikshana Prasaraka Mandali, entered into a legal agreement with the University
for the delivery in Mumbai of three of the University's undergraduate business programmes.

4 The link with Welingkar is the University's only collaborative arrangement in India
involving programme delivery, but is typical of the University's overseas partnerships. Although
in 2005 the current risk assessment procedure was not in place, the link was considered to be
consistent with the NBS academic development plan and the proposal was progressed through
the University's procedures for approving new partnerships. A partnership review was undertaken
in February 2005 to investigate Welingkar's academic, financial and legal status. The report of the
review confirmed Welingkar's suitability as a partner for the University to deliver its programmes
under a collaborative arrangement. It was recognised that entering the undergraduate market
would require a step change in the nature and level of teaching, and the format of quality
assurance processes that the University would require Welingkar to operate. Hence, it was
recommended that a report on the impact of the programmes, in terms of Welingkar's ability

to maintain its current levels of support and inclusive approach and extend them into the
undergraduate context, should be considered by the University after two years of operation.

5 A programme approval event took place in March 2005 which recommended the
approval for three years from September 2005 of the following programmes to be delivered at
Welingkar: BA (Hons) Business with Finance, BA (Hons) Business with Human Resource
Management, and BA (Hons) Business with Marketing. Although the programmes were treated
as separate when they were approved, they have common elements and are organised on a
major/minor model with three different pathways. Students have the option of completing the
whole programme (comprising levels 4, 5 and 6) in India, or transferring to the University after
either level 4 or 5 in order to complete the remainder of the programme in the UK. All three
programmes were approved on the basis of two student intakes a year (September and January).
Maximum annual intakes for each programme were set at 60 students during the first year of



operation, 90 students during the second year, and 120 students during the third year, thereby



10 Although initial recruitment did not reach the anticipated levels, there were indications that
it was beginning to improve significantly at the point recruitment was suspended. Welingkar has
made a substantial investment in staff and other resources in order to ensure equivalence between
the student experience in Newcastle and Mumbai. The shift from postgraduate to undergraduate
teaching has been successfully accomplished and an analysis of 2005-06 results has shown that the
Welingkar students have performed as well as their NBS equivalents and, in some cases,
significantly better. There have been no problems associated with students' language skills as
Welingkar's admission processes ensure that students are well qualified in the English language.

11 Welingkar is regarded by the University as a high quality partner, both in terms of its

partnership performance and its external reputation. Although at the time recruitment was halted
it would have been possible for the University either to suspend the operation of the programmes
or to extend their validation period beyond the original three years, it was decided to re-approve
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