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¸ HNC Stitched Textiles

¸ HNC Stitched Textiles

¸ HND 3D Spatial Design (Interior Design)

¸ HND Performing Arts

¸ HND Graphic Design Multi-Media

¸ HND Media Production

¸ HND Media Performance

¸ HNC Music Production

¸ HNC Performance

¸ HNC Graphic Design/Multimedia

¸ HNC Business

¸ HND Business

¸ HND Business Conversion

¸ HNC Computing (Software Development)

¸ HND Computing (Software Development)

¸ HNC Computing (Systems Support)

¸ HND Computing (Systems Support)

¸ HND Computing Conversion

¸ HNC/D Conversion Construction 

¸ HNC Construction 

¸ HNC Civil Engineering 

¸ HND Engineering (Manufacturing)

¸ HND Conversion Manufacturing Eng

¸ HNC to HND Mechatronics

¸ HNC Electronic Engineering

¸ HND Engineering (Electrical/Electronic)

¸ HND Mechanical Engineering 

¸ HND Manufacturing Engineering Conversion

¸ HNC to HND Mechatronics

¸ HND Conversion Electronic Engineering
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University of Gloucestershire

¸ FD Early Years 

University of the West of England

¸ Certificate in Education (FE) 

¸ Postgraduate Certificate in Education (FE) 

University of Worcester

¸
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In meetings with the team, staff from the Royal Forest of Dean College confirmed 
that Gloucestershire College had provided appropriate support and oversight of the
programmes. An HNC/D in Computing is offered using the College's HEFCE-funded 
student numbers at New College, Swindon. This New College programme is closely
monitored by the College, through attendance at examination boards and an annual 
audit. The team was able to confirm that issues arising at an examination board in 2006
had been followed up and effectively resolved. 
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agreements. 

40 During the Developmental engagement, students from across different areas of the
higher education provision confirmed that the published information available to them
prior to enrolment and during induction is reliable and accurate. However, a small number,
all mature entrants, reported some difficulties. These related to initial difficulties
encountered at the point of initial contact with the College, whether through the
telephone switchboard or in navigating the website. All confirmed that information was
readily provided once contact had been made with appropriate staff in the relevant
academic school. A further development of published marketing information has resulted in
a move in 2006 to an electronic (web-based) system of course information sheets. This is
seen by the College as being more responsive and easier to keep up to date than the
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itself and the programmes it delivers. 

42 In the course of the Developmental engagement, the team identified much good
practice that it judged was worthy of wider dissemination. This included the system of
quality accounts used for quality assurance monitoring and the role of Advanced
Practitioners as agents for change and enhancement. The engagement found that
assessment is enhanced in some areas by the use of innovative formative assessments 
and the involvement of external professional practitioners. A College-devised system for
identifying students at risk and the rigorous three-stage literature approval process for
published information were also judged to be examples of good practice. 

43 The most significant recommendations identified in the Developmental engagement
related to the need to establish the Learning and Teaching Standards Board and to address
the bunching of student assignments in one academic area. Other recommendations were
largely focused on building upon existing initiatives. These included raising staff awareness
of the Academic Infrastructure and improving consistency in such areas as programme
documentation and the use of student progression data. The Developmental engagement
also encouraged the introduction of more diverse assessment approaches and further
refinement of the assessment feedback given to students, the high quality of which had
been commended by external examiners. 

D Foundation Degrees

44 The College currently runs one FD, in Early Years, validated by the University of
Gloucestershire. It has ambitious plans to expand the provision substantially by 2010. 
A strategic approach to FD development has been facilitated by the feasibility study into a
designated HE Academy in Gloucester, in partnership with the University of Gloucestershire
and the University of the West of England, Bristol. The College is also working closely with
the University of Worcester in specific niche areas such as criminology. The areas identified
for FD development are those that meet the priorities of the regional economic strategic
plan. The demand-led approach to sector priorities is appropriate for ensuring strong
employer engagement. There are currently six FDs undergoing validation for 2007-08, in
mechanical engineering, creative pathways, higher-level teaching assistants, construction,
holistic therapies and hospitality snm7gement. TA. 
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