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A Introduction and context

1 This report presents the findings of the Summative review conducted at the Isle of
Wight College (the College). The purpose of the review was to provide public information
about how the College discharges its responsibilities for the management and delivery of
academic standards and the quality of learning opportunities available to students for
programmes it delivers on behalf of Edexcel and the University of Chichester and the
University of Southampton. The review was carried out by Professor Danny Morton and Mr
Michael Penton (reviewers) and Dr John Barkham (Coordinator). 

2 The team conducted the review in negotiation with the College and in accordance with
The handbook for a pilot study of an integrated quality and enhancement review, published by
QAA. Evidence in support of the Summative review included documentation supplied by
the College and awarding bodies, meetings with staff, students, employers and partner
institutions, reports of reviews by QAA and from inspections by Ofsted and ALI and other
external bodies. In particular, the team drew on the findings and recommendations of the
Developmental engagement in assessment. A summary of findings from the Developmental
engagement is provided in Section C of this report. The review also considered the
College's use of the Academic Infrastructure, developed by QAA on behalf of the higher
education sector, with particular reference to the Code of practice for the assurance of
academic quality and standards in higher education (Code of practice), subject and award
benchmarks, The framework for higher education qualifications in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland (FHEQ) and programme specifications. 

3 In order to assist HEFCE in gaining information for assessing the impact of Foundation
Degree (FD) awards, Section D of this report summarises details of the FD programmes
delivered by the College.

4 The College is a general further education college serving the Isle of Wight community
and is situated on a single campus at Newport. In December 2006, there were 6,173
students, of whom 124 were enrolled on higher education courses and 1,467 were full-time
further education students. Of the 124 higher education students, nine are full-time and
115 are part-time. There are 29 staff managers, 248 teaching staff (113 full-time
equivalents) and 165 support staff (143 full-time equivalents); 28 staff teach higher
education students. Of these, seven are fractional and 21 are full-time appointments. The
home residence of all the students on higher education programmes is the Isle of Wight.

5 The College has higher education provision in six subject departments. The HEFCE-
funded higher education provision at the time of the review, together with the awarding
bodies, comprised the following programmes: 

Edexcel

HNC in Graphic Design (part-time)

HNC in Mechanical Engineering (part-time)

University of Chichester:

Foundation Degree in Early Childhood Studies (part-time)

HNC in Business (full and part-time)

HND in Business (full and part-time)
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level. Discussions have taken place to plan the commencement in September 2008 of a
scheme to enable students who have achieved the ordinary degree to undertake additional
study at the College to top-up to an honours degree. 

60 The team was impressed by several examples of good practice in maintaining and
enhancing the quality of teaching and learning in the FD Early Childhood Studies. These
included the delivery of a study-skills unit, which was identified by the team to be an
























