
Subject Benchmark Statement: 
Creative Writing

This summary is designed to provide a short and accessible overview of the Subject Benchmark Statement 
for Creative Writing for students, employers, and academics. It is not intended to replace or alter the 
Statement, which should be referred to in the design and approval of courses and when any further detail is 
required.  

Subject Benchmark Statements describe the nature of study and the benchmark academic standards 
expected of graduates in specific subject areas, and in respect of particular qualifications. They provide a 
picture of what graduates in a particular subject might reasonably be expected to know, do and understand 
at the end of their course or programme. 

Subject Benchmark Statements are presented in four sections. Section 1 outlines the contextual 
information - providing the operational landscape, and boundaries, of subject discipline. This includes 
consideration of the ways in which the discipline addresses wider social goals specifically in relation to: 
equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI); the requirements of disabled students; education for sustainable 
development (ESD); and enterprise and entrepreneurship.  

Section 2 covers distinctive features of the course, including curriculum design, partnership arrangements, 
flexibility of delivery, progression and ongoing monitoring processes. Section 3 explains any features 
relevant to teaching, learning and assessment activities for the subject. Section 4 describes the benchmark 
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Creative Writing makes use of numerous teaching and learning strategies which recognise the value 
of different life experiences and help students to understand a range of perspectives. Creative Writing 
teaching and learning involves direct instruction, peer and staff discussion of student writing and reading, 
and independent study and research. The subject helps students to understand how to hone their skills 
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